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T is ſtrange to ſee fo many Men diſſatisfied at Their 
. Majeſtics Proceedings, which have no other tendency 
then towards the Common Safety of Their Subjedts, 
that is expoſed ro as great dangers as any Country in Ex- 
rope ; and there are ſome ſort of Pcople who are fo mad 
as to with ſuccels to the. profeſſed Fnemy of their Country, 
out of a yain hope, that they ſhould fare better then the reſt 
of their Neighbours in caſe any publick alteration ſhould 
happen tn the Government 3 nay, the madneſs of theſe 
Men carry them yet further, as to bellies 'e themlelycs able to 
build their Fortunes upon the Ruin of their Country, I 
doubt not, ( if their Wiſhes did prevail, ) but theſe very 
Men would. figd theraſelves very mach deccived in their 
Fxpecations, and ſhonld have as much cauſe, ( as whe reſt 
of their Fellow-Subj-Rs, ) to bemoan the Common Cala- 
mity of their Fnſlaved Conntry. | 
We Co not as yct underſtand the DoQrin of Bombs, 
and Carcaſlys, Contributions, and Military F xecutions, our 
New lhbours to thr ſorrows : now, that there is ſomething 


more in thele words then a bare found, lo manv Ruined ; 
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Conntries, ſo many Detaced Cities, Towns, and Villages, 
are laſting Monuments of the truth of it. 

The murmuring of theſc People is to be attributed rather 

- to their Ignorance then their Malice ; they do not know the | 
Calamirics that attend War, we have lived fo long in Peace 
that the preatcſt part of us have no other knowledg of ir, 
then by Report, for if we had partakedin theſufferin'ss ot 
the Neighbouring Nations, we ſhould] be more Unanimous in 
contributing our alliftance to ſtop that Torrent which threa- 
rens the over-flowinp of all Chriſtendom ; if - we were but 
{cofible of the dreadin] Conſequences which a Foreign Con- 
queſt brings along with it, we ſhould thlunk it a very goot! 
Bargain to part with more.then halt what w2 have to ſave 
the whole, and to prevert that Slavery which may over- 
whelm us and our Polterity : Tn oider to open our Eycs eat 

we may ſec our danger, and to Unite us apainſt the comme 41 
Encmy, in a Caule wherein the Intcreft of every individual 
Perſon is ſo deeply concerned 3 I thall briefly pive an ac- 
count of thuſe Miſcries which our Fore-Fathers telt under the : 
Norman Conqueſt, and afterwards, what Uſage we are to ex- 
ſpc from Lewis the 14th, in caſc it ſhould be our hard tore 
tune to fall into his Power, whole very Mercics arc Crucltics, 
as it evidently appears by his Practices as well towards his own 
Subj*Rs as others, whom his Treachery, or his Arms, have 
reduceg under his Norunion : Asto the Norman Conguelc, it 
will not be impertincnt to ſhew ſomething of the State of 

* this Kingdom before that mighty Revolution happen'd, that 
we may the better {ce the greatneſs of the alteratron which 

this Foreign Conqueſt produced 1n our Ancciior's Days, and 
to that purpoſe I ſhall only conſider the condition of Al- 
fairs under the happy Reign of that Fious King Edatard the 

| . Conleilor, 
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Confefſor , in his time the anctent Laws of the Kingdor 
flouriſhed, the Government was adminiſtred by an equal d: 
ſiribation of Juſtice ro the Poor as weil as Rich, every Ma 
enjoyed his Liberty and Property with great lecurity, Peac 
and Plenty appearcd in all the parrs of the Kingdom 3 by 
Providence had decreed chat thoſe Haicion Days ſhould de 
rermin with the Life of that King, . who Dicd without It 
on the 4th of Jannry, 1066. The Kingdom thould hay 
dc (cended to Edvar Atheling being next of Blood, and He! 
ar Law, ro the deceaſed King 3 - but Prince Evgar being young 
the Interclit and Creatntis of Harold the Eldeſt Son of Gor 
win Earl of IKcrt prevailed. with the Nobility. to Reject Et 
gar's prete! ons tothe Crown, andro Advance Harold to th 
Thronc, who took upon him the Admimiitration of the Gc 
vernament, andall the Nobility Swore Allegiance to him. 

Tofii:s, one of the Earl of Kent's Sons, Envymg tie Pre 
ſperity and Advancement ot his Brother, entered into a Cor 
tederacy with Harold Kins of Norway ro Invade England bot 
by Sca and Land ; Harold King of England having Intelligenc 
of their delign, made all the preparations he could to with 
Nand them ; in the mean while J{{/{;an7 Duke of Normana 
reſolving to make his advantage of thele diſtractions, raiſes 
vreat Army, and prepares a Numerous lect, (which confif 
cd of $896 Ships,) in order to make a diCent into England, b 
ſoon aftcr hoiferth $ail, and his whole Army Landed art Pemf« 
near Haſtings in Suſſex on the 2 $th of Septemb. 1066 3 bein 
Landed, he cauſcd all his Ships to be (et on tire, that h13 Me. 
miyut ſoc that there was no wav ctr, but either to Conque 
or to Periſh in the Attempt 3 he Jatrenched himſelf, and at 
teriwards march<d with a con{tderable Body oft Men ro Haff 
ings, where hc built a Fort, he Publiſhed very ſtrict Ocder: 
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1at none # his Soldiers ſhauld Plunder any of the Inhabi- 
uwnts, and ke pt himſeli fo quierly tor the tpace of 15 Days, 
If there was no Hoſtlity NE] kded atall; he pretended a 

AItle tothe Crown by vertue.of a gift from Edwerd the Con- 
>ffor, as alſo by ſom? Agreement or Conſent made berwixt 
im and King Harold; bat whatlocver he pretended, it is cer- 
212, that he conte(s'd on his Death-Bed, that he poſleticd him- 
If of the Kingdom by no other Tidle, then by Conqueſt, 
nd his deportment towards the Engli /b made it evident 
hat he never intended otherwiſe. 

The King having given Battle to his Brother and the King 
f Norway's Forces, and defeated them, but with the 
2s of a conliderable Number of Men, received the news of 
he Duke of Normand)y's Landing in England ; being 
uſhed with his former Vittory, he immediately direQs Ez 
1arch towards Haſtings, tho' his Army had been much weak- 
ed and Jeſsned 1n rhe Jate Fight, his chief Commanders would 
ave dilſuaded him from Fngaging with the Enemy upon a 
adden, leaſt the 1} Circumſtances his Army was then in, 
right prove the occalion of his over-throw, bur x che Argu- 
ents they could] uſe, were of no force to prevent kis deſtiny, 

The Duke of Normadd) being advertifed of the King's ap- 
roach, {cnt a Monk to him in che quality of his Ambatſador, 
ich Inſtructions eo oflr theſe Propoſition: ro him, That ei- 
acr he ſhould Relign the Kingdom to the Duke vpon certain 
:onditions , - or hold it Tributary of him, or c{(e that 
acy Two in the tight of both Armies ſhould derermin the 
aatter by a fingle Combate, and in cafe of refuſal, the 
2uke offer'd to refer it to the See of Rowe. 

But Kin Livre! being refolurely bent to Firht his Fnem 
vhatever it ſhould coſt him, dilnifft the Amballador, rll- 
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ing, him;, That God only ſhould be the Tudg betwixt the Duk 
#nd hin 5 all thoughts of an Accomodation being laid aſide 
the Generals on both lides drew up their Armies into order © 
Battle, the King himilclt frood on toot by his Standard, to 
gether with his Two Brothers Girthe and Leofwine, to th 
cnd that in the common danger no Man ſhould entertain th 
leaſt thought of laving himicl; by flighc ; both Armies be 
ang Engaged carly 12 the Morning, iought with various fuc 
ceis all thar Day till rowards che Eve ning, the King was Ki! 
led by the Shot of an Arrow which pierced his Brains, where 
upon the Evgliſo-Men quitted the F ld, ard left he Duk 
an entir* Victory 3 in this Batcle fell che King s Two Rre 
thers, and moſt of the Nobility of the Kingdom 3; - Job 
Taylor in his Hiſtory of Normandy relates, that thece Wer 
Slain on the Engliſh fide 67974, lome other HiſtorianFſaz 
but 47944 3 of the Normans were Killed 6o13, belide 
ſuch as were drowned at Sca before his Landing. 

The King's Death known, Edwine and Morcar Two Bre 
thers, the one Earl of Merci, the other Earl of Northun 
berland, having c\caped from the Battles came with their Re 
tinue to London, they would have perſuaded the Citizens t 
make one of them King, in order, ( it it were poflible) e 
Retrieve the Misfortune of the late Fight, but their Prope 
{als would not be hearkned to, ſo the Two Brothers went & 
Northumberland in hopes to ſecure themſelves there, bclievin 
that the Duke would hardly come thither, being a place | 
remote from London. 

The Two Brothers being Rejected, the Nobilicy and tþ 
| Citizens would have made Choice of Edgar the Nephew « 
Edmund Irosfide to be their King, and did promile, that wi 
der his ConduR they would once more try the Fortune of tl 
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Gingdom in a new Battle apainſt the Nuke 3 'but by reaſon of 
he Danger that was lo near ar han; and the Diſcord which 
vas amongſt them, they did neicher;; {o char the Exgliſh-Mer, 
t they had unanimottly agreed, mice have repaired the lol; 
vhich they had ſuſtained.in the Battle at Haſtings, but whilſt 
hey would have none of their own Country to be their King, 
hey made way for a ſtranger to comeand Tyra nizc over them. 

While the Lordoxers were trifling away their time in fruit-" 
ol Debates, the Duke, tho' he determined to come to Lon- 
on, yet he w -ould not come the dire way , Which led thi- 
her, but marches up and down thro Suſfex, Kent, $ Surrey, 
lamp -ſbire,and Berk-ſhire,waſging the Country ol! ho came to 
Vallingford; where he reſted his Army for {ſome time, after- 
zargs paſſing the River of Thames, he continves his march 
hro” Oxfordsſhire, Buckingham-ſhire, Hertford-/hire, having 
urnt all the Towns, and kill 'J all the Inhabiraurs el: cy could 
1cet with 1n their way trom Haſtings, till he came ro Berkbam- 
ead, where _— a halt, thither came to him Aldred Arch- 
hop of York, Wolſftone Biſhop ot Worceſter, Vilfire Biſhop 
f Hereford, Clito Edpar, and all thc Noble-Men about Lon- 
071, with many others, whoall cogether ſubmirted themſelves, 
nd Swore Fealty to hun, and delivered Pledges tor their Fide- 
ty, with whom alſo the Duke made a ccrtain Leagne, or A- 
reement, but notwithſtanding the ſaid Submifſionand Aogree-= 
tent, he permitted. his Men ſtill co burn Towns, deſtroy 
1c Natives, and to Rayace all that ſivud wn their way, as 
ey had done bcetlore. 

A little bctore Chriſtmas he marches with his whole Army 
wards London, having his Scours before him to obſerve the - 
anner and behaviour of the People, who upon the Arrival 
© the Scouts were afſembled in the Streets, and fully deter- 
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' mined t5 oppoſe the Duke's Entry ; ; who being come to ofts 


don, and finding the Inhabitants in that poſture, .made a great” 
and mercileſs Slaughter of them, who, when they ſaw t 
were not ina Condition to make any further Reſiſtance, ſu 
mitted themſelves to the Conqueror, and gave him Pledges 
for their tature good Bebaviour. 

The Duke having polleſſed himſelf of the Capital City of 
the Kingdom, was there both by the Normans and Engliſb-Men 
Choſen and Proclaimed King on Chriſtmas-day, and on the 
ſame Day was Crowned by the Arch-biſhop of gTork, 

Before I proceed any further in this Tragical Story, it will 
not be amils to give fome ſhort account how the Kentiſt 
Men came to fave their Country, Lives, Laws, and Liberties. 
in the midſt of theſe Devaſtations which over-ſpread all the 
reſt of the Kingdom, that our Imprudent Malecontgnt: 
may ſee what FffeRs an Unanimous Reſiſtance is capable 0 
producing 1 {uch Caſes of Extremity. 

The King ſoon after his Coronation took a Journey toRe 
duce Dover Caſtle, and the reſt of rhe "O of Kent, thr 
Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, and Eglefine Abbot of the Au 
guſtines, * ( being chiet Lords of chat C ountry, _). under 
ſanding the King's Defign, cauſed a!l rhe Pcople of Kent t 
Aflemble at C anterbury, wherethe y d-clared to them, Tha 
before the late Revolution there were # Bondmen in England 
and that now, as well the Nobleimen,” as the Common Peoph 
were made StivjeSts to the perpetual Bondage of the Norman! 
and perſuaded them to provide four their Safety, from the M. 
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ter the Example of Maccab, es, world be their Captains. . At 
a Day appointed all the Kentiſh Men a: * Swaneſcombe, two 
Mes Weſtward from Graveſend, hid themlclves in a Wood, 
where they lay in wait for the King's coming ; and it was a- 
greed, that all, as well Horſe-men, as Foot-men, fhould 
carry Boughs in thetr Hands; the next Day the King came 
near Swaneſcombe, where he v/2s mightily ſurp! izcd to ſec 
himfelf on a ſudden incloſed round about by a moving 
Wood ; when the Kenti/h Men had hemmed him ina, they 
threw = their Boughs, ſounded their T rumpets , and 
drew their Sw 'ords, Cc. - and ſhewed themſelves in a rea- 
dineſs to give the King Battle ; the Amazed King could not 
tell what to do in this ſtreight tro which he was reduced. 
. Whereupon the Arch-biſhop and the Abbot advanced to- 
wards him, and acquainted him with their Deſires, and in 
caſe of refuſal, that they were all ready to Die in the de- 
fence of their Country ; the King who could do no other- 
wiſe, granted them every thing they Asked. And by this 
means it was that Kent preferved its Laws and Cuſtoms in- 
violablc. 

Having gone thus far 1n his Conqueſt he received Homage, 
Fealty and Pledges , from all the Noblemen who ſubmitred 
themſelves to him 3 he thought this might be a ſufficient ſc- 
curity for the preſent, until he could tind an opportunity, 
{ as he afterwards did by degrees, ) to cxtinguith them all, 

* Tc is the uſual Policy of Conquerors to bring as many 
ſtrangers as they can into the Conquered Coviitry, that he 
may be the better able to Crulh the Natives, and p'it it out of 
their power to make any Inſurrection, let their ſulferings be 
1ever ſogreat ; to this end he brought from Roane in Nor- 
vandy a great munber of Fews, who were a gripeing Lſu- 
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rious ſort of People, whom he knew that by their Cove- | 
tous Artifice would omit no ways to make their Markets of 
the Poor Opprelicd Natives. : 

The Conqueror had heard how all the Danes had formerly. 
been Maſſacred in one Night by the Engliſh, and for fear hi 
Normans might bc ſerved in the ſame manner ; and alſo to 
prevent any Nocturnal Meetings and Cabals,he Commanded, 
That in every Town and Village a Bell ſhould be Rang every 
Night at Eight of the Clock, and that all People ſhould then 
put ont their Fire and Candles, and go to Bed. . Which Or- 
der was punctually oblerved during his whole Reign. | 

In the next place his Favourites and Soldiers who had ſerved ' 
him in this E:zpedition muſt be Rewarded for the Toil and 
Hazards they had undergone in his Service, to whom he 
ſhares the greateſt part of the Land of the Kingdom. Taylor 
in his Hiſtory reckons Six Huudred and Thirty Families who 
had the Foundation of their Fortunes grounded upon the 
Ruins of the Engliſh Nation. 

Normandy m his ablence was inclined to Revolt from' 
him, being informed of it, he haſtned thither, and 
carried along with him all the vrime Noblemen of England 
whom he ſ{peted might raiſe any diſtnrbance in the King- 
dom while he was out of it having quieted Norwrandy he re- 
turns, © and Jays an nſupportable Tribute upon the Engliſh 
Men : ki 33 obſervable, that the Engliſh, by theſe fort of 
Extravazant Impolitions, defrayed the greateſt part of 'thele 
frequent \Wars-which he maintained bey ond Sea during his 
Reign over Eneland. As a Conqueror, he well knew, that 
to Impuverith them was the effeQual means, not only to leflen 
their Fortunes, but alſo ro debale their Courage, vaſt num- 
ber of the Inhabirants, ( whereof many were of the Royal 
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| Family, ) were forced to fly into Foreign Countries to aveid 
the Crueity o! the Normans ; Scotland was {o repleniſhed 
with theſe Fugitives, that there was no Pariſh, Town, © or 
| Village, in that Kingdom, bur had ſeveral of them, whom 
the Scots imgployed in all their Servile Drudpery. 

Thoſe off them who could not make their Eſcapes, were 
reduced to that degree of Neceflity, that ratH# then ſtarve, 
' they were contented to become Slaves to thoſe who at thar 
'time firſt had power of Lite and Dcath over them. The 
Services which they performed to their Maſters, were the 
; moſt Vile Offices that conld be Impolcd upon Mankind ; 
'this was the Original of Bondmer- in England. 

Before the Conqueſt there were few or no !nland Caſtles 
in this Kingdom, and where-cver Inland Caſlles arc in uſe, 
they are deſigned for the moſt part rather to Inflave the Na- 
tives, then Protect them from Foreign Invaſions. The Con- 
queror was rclolved to Curb the Engliſh, and to Inſlave them, 
to that degree, that there ſhould be no poil:'b'lity left them of 
recovering their loſt Liberties; to that end, he cauſed a Ca- 
ſtle to be built at Nottingham, ewo at York, and another at 
Lincolne, and a great many more in other places, which were 
all Garriſoned with Normans, who Treated the Engliſh Inha- 
bicants with all the Infolencies and Barbariices Imagmnable : 
This was the reaſon of building ſo many Caſiles in {0 few 
Years after the Conqueſt ; that about the Reivn of King 
Stephen, and Heyry the Fitch, about Eleven Hundred of theſe 
Caſtles were Demoliſhed by Publick Authority, in regard 
that by that time they were become a molt mſupportable 
Crievance to the Nation. 

The Conqueror practiced all the ways: he could imagine 
to Extinguith, as weil #5 Impoveciſh, the Engl; and in pur- 
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ſuance to that Deſign, it was his uſual Pollicy to em 
ploy them always in his moſt deſperate Service : H 
likewiſe made uſe of - cvery Opportunity to engag 
che Frngliſh in the Deſtrution of one another, an 
the Circumſtances of Afﬀairs afforded him-an Occafſio 
for it. Many of the Engliſh Nation being fled into Dez 
mark and Ireland, made War upon England (everal time: 
in ConjunRion with theſe Two Nations. The Conque 
roralways madc uſc of Engliſh Armies, under Engli/ 
Leaders to oppoſe them; and tho Fortune commagnl 
declared herſc]t in moſt of tioſe Battles 1n Favour of th 
Norman Conquetor, yct the Victory was ſeldom obtair 
ed without great Slaughter of the Engliſh on both fides 
neither did hc care how many of them pcriſhed, provid 
cd-the Conſequence was not deſtructive to his Interctt. 
When he came to bs well fixed in the Pofleſf 
on of his new Conqueſt, ic degraded the tew Nobl 
Mea that were letr, and conferred thicir Titles and Efſtave 
upon his own Country-Men, to thc intent that no np 
liſh Man of any Quality or Intercit ſhould be left in th 
Nation; He would often glory in this piece of Pollicy 
and as often deride the Irnprudence of that good Natu 
red King Carnutus the Dane, who having ſubducd Englanc 
reſtored the Eng/iſb to their former Poſlefſions, whereb: 
it came to pals, That aftcr his Death they cafily expelle« 
the Danes out of the Kingdom, and Reinſtated the Sav 
on Line upon the Throne. It 15 commonly a Conque 
ror's Pollicy to aboliſh ail that was in uſe amonglt uh 
conquered Pcople ; neither was he wanting 1n that Re 
{ſpe<&t, for he altered moſt of the Laws and Cuſtoms 6 
the Couitry : Their very Specch was ſo much abborre« 
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atthe Laws were plcadcd in the French Tongue, and 
: Children in Schools were taught their Letters and 
adiments of Grammer in the French Language. 

He chargcd upon the Nation _,Threeſcore Thouſand 
nights Fees, which provided him ſo many Horſmen 
:1] accoutred, whenever he had Occaſion to make uſe 
them: The Poſlefſions of the Clergy were not exempt- 
; from this Service, which in all former Ages had becn 
1vitedged from all temporal Incumberances. 

The King had given the Earldom of Northumberland to 
1e Robert, Surnamed Cummin, who marched thither 
ith a conſiderable Body of Men to take Poſleflion of 
$ Earldom ; the Northern People hearing of his com- 
g, preparcd to reſiſt him, and at Durham they deſtroy 
m, and rout all his Party. The King comes with an 
rmy to the North to revenge the Death of the Farl; 
| his March he killed and plundered all he met with, 
1d when he arrived in the North, he committed ſuch a 
zncral Devaſtation, that the next Year there was fo 
reat a Dearth throughout all England, and cſpecially 
| Northumberland and the Countrics ncxt adjoyning, 
at Mcn were forced to cat Horſ-Fl:ſh, Carts, Doggs, 
nd Mans-Flcſh. Andall the Land bctwixe Durham and 
ork lay wait, without Inhabitants to till the Ground for 
1c ſpace of Nine Years following. 

. He plundercd all the Monaſteries and Abbyics m 7ng- 
end of all their Guld and Silver, not ſparing even thc 
balices and Shrines ; 1n theſe places he tound vat Summs 
t Money, winch were ind there by oth Pcople tor teas 
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Having ruined the Laiey, he was reſolved the Cler 
ſhould fare no betecr ; he hindered all che Engliſh tr 
bing preferred to any vacant Churches, and to ridd 
Hands 6; thoſe that were in Poſleflion, by the Conſ 
ot the Pope he ſummoned a great Councel to be: held 
IWVincheſter, where the Arch-Biſhop ot Canterbary and 
veral orher Biſhops, Abbots, and others, were deprival 
of their Livings to make roome for the grecdy Norman, 

He oppreſſed the Engli/h Nobihty 'and Gentry ſo in 
tollerably, with a Dcſigne to torce them to Rebel againt 
him, that from thence he might have a morc colourabl| 
Prerence to dcltroy them and heir Families. 

What I have in particular ſaid of this Conqueſt, 4 
not the ewentieth part of the Peoples Sutterings, hi 
will my intcaded Brevity permit me tocnlarge upon this 
Subject ; for if all the burnings of Towns, Nlaughters of 
People, the ſeveral Torments which werc inflicted upon 
the Inhabitants, and che Oppreilions of all forts which 
they endurcd, were mentioned, it would atlord matter 
cnough for a Volume; but what I have declared is ſuf- 
ficient to let us ſee what Miſeries our Forctathers un- 
derwent, as alſo to oblige as many of us as have a grain 
of Scnſc, or Courage lett, tro exert our utmoſt Abilities 
to prevent the like Diſtruction from falling upon theſe 
populous and flouriſhing Kingdoms. 

Our Malecontents are very much miſtaken if they ex- 
pect any berter Uſage from a Fench Conqueror at this. 
Day, than their Anceſtors did meet in former times from 
the Taskmaſters of the ſame Country : For let them af- 
ſarc themſelves that Lewis the XIV. 15 as well verſed un - 
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vas, .or could pretend him{clt to. be; his Arts do far 
Jut do all that went betorc him, for beſides the Calami- 
ties which our Forctathers ſuffered, he hath others in 
ſtore which arc much more inſuffcrable, ſome of which 
follow. 

Firſt, You ſhall have a King that fears neither God 
nor Man, that never obſerves his Oath, nor keeps any 
Pronuſe made with his Subjects, or Strangers. | 

You ſhall be governcd by a Prince that is Arbitrary in 
the higheſt degree: Your Lives and Fortuncs will be ab- 
ſolutely at hisdiſpoſal, who valucs che Lite of a-Subjcet, 
not ſo much as an othcr Man values the Liie of an ordi- 
nary Dogg. 

Forts, Cittadels, and ſtanding Armics will be your 
- continual Plagues. 

Nobility and Gentry muſt down, and betake them- 
-ſclves to the Plough, to make Room for the Inſolcne 
; Mon/teur. | 

A Doggs Lite ( Hunger and Faſe ) will be much bet. 
cr than yours, for you muſt be very Induſtrious, tho 
che Fruits of your Labours mult wholly rcfult 1nto the 
Kings Coffcrs; you ſhail flow Wheat, but ſhall nor cac 
-one birt of the Brcad thereot throughout the whole Year. 

You ſhall be continually ſulj.ct to as great a Burthen 
of Taxcs as your Backs can bcar, or your flaviſh Induſtry 
pay : To prevent Extravagancy you hall be conſtram'd 
to wear thc meanel(t Cloths, and tor good Husbandry 
You ſhall trot about mn wooden Shows, Ala mode de France. 
Theſe are the Bieſhings which a french defpotical Pow- 


«. er brings along withir. Bir thus 15 not all that a Protc- 
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ny, for he will make your Souls ſuffer as well as your 


Bodies, and therefore I ſhall give you a ſhort Account- of 
the Compendious Means he will make .uſe of to pervert 


Proteſtants to the Idolatrous Popiſh Religion ; he will ſend 


his infallible Apoſtolick Dragoons amongſt you, and this 
is their way of Diſcipline in caſe you don't readily com? 
ply with them. The firſt Complement they ule, 1s to 
quarter themſelves by Violence in your Houſes, and take 
ſpecial Care you don't make 'your Elcapes, or hide any 
of your Goods or Effects; then they will procced tocon- 
ſume all the Proviſions you have in your Hotiſes, and 
ſeize upon ail Moncy, Rings, Plate, Jewels, &c, and 
in ſhort, whatcyecr they can lay. Hands on, and atrerwards 
will expoſe your Goods to publick Sale to the peighbou- 
ring Towns and Villages. 

Having thus diſpoſca of your Goods, in the next place 
they fall upon your Perſons, and there 18 no Wicked- 
nefles or Horror which they will not put in practice to 
force you to change vour Rehgion ; they will hang Men 
and Women by the Hair or Feer, on the Roofs of the 
Chambers, or Chimney-Hooks, and ſinoak them with 
Wiſps of wee Hay till they will be no more able to bear 
it; and when they have taken them down, it they *will 
not ſign to what ſhall be propoſed to them, they wall 
hang them up immediatcly. = 

Another way they make ule of. 15 to throw People on 
great Fires kindle! for that purpoſe, and forcibly keep 
them there nil] chey are iralf coatted ; they allorvex Rope 
under their Armes, and plunge them to and fro into 
Wells, will they.promiſe to quir there Rehgion and Cors 
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Queſtion, and-in this Poſture, with a Fuanel fll'd wich 
Wine, thcy pour. it down th:ir Throats till the Fumes 
of ic deprive their-Reaſon, and then they obtain their 
Conſ-wts to be Catholicks,” as they call them. 

- Others they trip flark nakcd, and after having offered 
then a Thouſand Infamous In: Hignities, they ict them 
With: 17s from, Head to Tee. 

* Some they cut - in ſeycral places with Per: KOVEs; and 
Wario with red hot Pmcers they take them by the 
Noſe, ;ayd alter that dragg them about the Room till 
they promiſe to Comply. 

Others they beat with Staves, and dr agg them all 
bruiſed to the Charches, where their fore d Preje nceWill bc 
accounted ſor an Abjuraticn. 

Some they Lcep from Sleep for Seven or 1 obs Days to- 
gcther, relicving one ancther to watch them Night and 
day, to keep them awake continually, 
+, They ulc to throw Buckets of Water, and torment them 
a huudred ways bxfides, holding over their Heads Kertles 
turncd downwards, and drum upon them continually ll 
the poor Creatures have lot their Senlcs. 

It they find any fick ( either Men or Women) that kcep 
their Beds diſtempercd with Feavers, or other Diſeaſes, 
their way 1s, z0 bring about 12 Drumsgbeating an Alarm at 
*the Þ djfide for whole Weeks together without Intermiſſion. 
(,Jrischeir uſual Pract:ce upon theſe Occalions, 10 rye 
a athers and Husbands to the Bed-pofls, and Raviſh their 
IVives and Daughters be ſore their Faces, T hey pluck off the 
Nails of the [lands and 1 oes of others : They bluw up ſome 
"with Bellows even till they are ready to bi /t 


Theſe, and Ten rhouſand other villanous ways he 
ſuirical Spirit hath found out ro make new Conyer 
whoever hath the Curivliry to ſee them, let him but Py 
ruſc the Hiitory of the Pcrlecurion of rhe Proteſtants 
France, and he will find that the Ten prinurive Perſecut 
ons were but Mercics, in Compariſon of thoſe monſtrov 
Tormcnrs lately invented and pur m practice upon thal 
muiſcrable Creatures by the Order of rhe Chriſtian Tur) 
Lewis XIV. : 

If you fall into French Hands, you ſee what is like tobecom 
of you ; your Bodies will be con, l-mned to irretreivable Slaver. 
and your Souls ( as far as it lies in their Power ) ſhall 
Conſign'd to the Devil. If you are not ſowiſe as to regard e; 
ther Body or Soul, I have done with you, and ſo farewel. 
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